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Bristol City Council has the power in statute to raise a tax on households in its area to pay for the 
provision of local services.  It is designated as the Billing Authority for the area.  This means that it is 
responsible for levying a council tax to meet its own demands and to meet the precepts of other 
authorities in the area.  The major precepting bodies are Avon Police and Crime Commissioner and Avon 
Fire Authority. 
 
 
1.1. Section 67 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (as amended) requires the Council to 
determine its tax base for council tax purposes each year.  Properties are recorded in eight national 
bands by value (A to H) as determined the Valuation Office Agency.  Band H taxpayers pay twice as much 
as those in Band D and three times as much as those in Band A. The number of properties is expressed 
as a number of Band D equivalent properties. 

1.2. In accordance with regulations the Council must set a tax base for council tax purposes and 
notify major precepting bodies by 31 January each year. 

2. Calculation of council tax base 

2.1. The calculation has been prepared in accordance with the Local Authorities (Calculation of 
Council Tax Base) Regulations 2012 which came into force on 30 November 2012. In October each year 
the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) requires a snapshot, which is based 
on the number of properties, of the Tax Base at a specified date in October, net of exemptions, 
reductions, and discounts. This is known as the CTB1 return. This calculates the number of chargeable 
properties in the city.   

2.2. This is based on figures as of October 2023 and therefore adjustments are then based on 
forecast changes expected over the following 18 months for changes in the number of dwellings, 
changes in discounts and exemptions including those for the Council Tax Reduction Scheme. The 
adjusted numbers of properties in each of the eight valuation bands A to H are expressed as numbers 
of band D equivalents so they may be added together to produce a single figure. The table below shows 
the tax base and associated year on year percentage increase for the last five years. 

 

 

Year Tax Base (Budget Report) Percentage Increase 
2020/21 128,566 1.23% 
2021/22 127,950 (0.48%) 
2022/23 127,917 (0.02%) 
2023/24 129,654 1.36% 
2024/25 134,752 3.93% 

   

3. Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme (CTRS) 

The CTR scheme currently supports over32,000 households with the cost of their council tax, of 
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which 22,430 are working age. The table below shows existing trends in both working age and pensioner 
claimants, based on October data. Although pensioner claims have levelled off in recent years, it is 
expected the number of working age claimants will continue to fall, increasing the tax base by 515 band 
D equivalents in 2024/25. 

 

4. Single Person Discounts   

4.1. Regular reviews continue to monitor the number of properties attracting single person 
discounts. Currently around 32% of domestic properties are claiming single person discount.  This 
equates to 63,984 properties.  Regular data matching from the National Fraud Initiative identifies where 
there might be multiple occupants in properties claiming single person discount, and this helps to ensure 
that the Council Tax Base properly reflects entitlements to this discount.    A further, more detailed 
review, will be carried out before the start of the next financial year.  It is too early at this stage to 
estimate the additionality that could be derived to the tax base from this review but any benefits that 
arise above the collection targets will be captured in the collection fund and reported in January 25 for 
2025/26 budgets. 

5. Student Exemptions 

5.1. Students are entitled to an exemption from paying council tax if everyone in the property is 
a full-time student. Bristol has a large student population, and as at the end of October the status 
of all students has not been evidenced to the Council.  It is therefore necessary to estimate the 
number of additional students households likely to be eligible for exemptions as at 1 April each 
year.  Any estimate to be included in the tax base will also take account of any known student 
related property developments. Student accommodation can take the form of either private 
housing (class N) or halls of residence (class M). The table below shows the number of students 
registered for an exemption as at 1 April each year with a projection to the end of March 2024 and 
March 25. Additional student exemptions are likely to reduce the tax base for 2024/25 by 2,185 
band D equivalents. 

 
 
Additionally, a household may be entitled to a discount if a full-time student lives in the property. 
These are included within the ‘other discounts and exemptions’ in the table below. 

Year 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Working Age 23,506 25,144 25,211 23,399 22,430
Pensioners 11,239 10,755 10,436 10,166 10,003
Total 34,745 35,899 35,647 33,565 32,433

Percentage increase (reduction) 3.3 (0.7) (5.8) (3.4)

Year 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Est 2025 Est
Class M Exemptions 1,242 1,825 1,895 2,518 2,796 3,982
Class N exemptions 7,657 7,199 7,024 7,523 7,550 7,550
Total 8,899 9,024 8,919 10,041 10,346 11,532

Percentage increase/(reduction) 1.4 (1.2) 12.6 3.0 11.4
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6. Growth 

6.1. In determining the Tax Base for the forthcoming year, the Council can take into account any 
increase in Tax Base that may arise from the completion of new properties. Given the amount of the on-
going property development across the city and, in view of this continuing trend, it is considered 
reasonable to allow for an element of growth in the Tax Base due to the anticipated completion of new 
properties in respect of known developments. In estimating the effect on the Tax Base of new properties 
it is prudent to assume most new properties will be in lower valuation Bands. Allowances must also be 
made for discounts that will apply in respect of new properties, and for the fact that council tax will only 
be payable for new properties from the date of completion rather than for a full financial year. 

6.2. The 2024/25 estimate for growth uses information provided by the Council’s Valuation and 
Inspection team and is based on the number of new developments in the city where work has 
commenced.  Assumptions are then made as to whether these properties will be banded by the end of 
the financial year, and for what proportion of the year they may be banded.  

6.3. This underlying growth has resulted in 2,733 additional band D equivalents added to the 
2024/25 Council Tax Base. Any discounts these properties might attract are accounted for within the 
‘student exemptions’ or as ‘other discounts and exemptions’ in the table below. 

7. Losses on Collection 

7.1. In estimating the provision for losses on collection the Council makes an estimate of debts 
which, after full recovery measures have been affected will be uncollectable in the longer term and 
therefore recommended for write-off.  

7.2. The collection rate for 2023/24 is likely to be around 94%, with a further 2.6% collected 
against arrears. During 2024/25 we expect to see an on-going recovery and for collection rates to 
increase. Therefore for 2024/25 the collection rate has been set at 96%.  The collection of arrears is 
estimated to contribute a further 2% to the forecast tax base. 

7.3. Risk Assessment 

There are a number of risks associated with estimating the amount of Council Tax collected during the 
year. These include, 

• Difficulty in estimating Council Tax discounts and exemptions. 

• Estimate of collection rates, arrears, and rate of recovery. 

• Impact of the Cost-of-Living crisis 
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Appendix 1 – Calculation of the tax base  

 

 

 

This is an increase of 5,098 (3.93%) Band D equivalent properties since the last Tax Base calculation in 
October 2022.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2024/25 Band D 
Equivalent 
Properties-

aligned to MTFP 

 2023/24 Band 
D Equivalent 

Properties 
Difference 

Tax Base as per attached CTB 1 Return 137,066 135,773 1,293

Adjustment due to anticipated growth 2,733 2,726 7

Adjustment due to changes in working age CTS claims 515 0 515

Reduction due to reinstatement of existing student 
properties not recorded on CTB1 (2,185) (2,021) (164)

Other discounts and Exemptions (627) 0 (627)

Adjusted Tax Base 137,502 136,478 1,024

LESS losses on collection 2% (5% for 2023/24) (2,750) (6,824) 4,074

Recommended Tax Base 134,752 129,654 5,098

Percentage increase 3.9319


